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To all Worsham students, staff & faculty: 
This information satisfies the federal requirements of the Drug-Free Schools and Campus Act 
of 1988. Worsham College maintains an educational environment not only for academic 
success but for personal success and safety. The following letter explains the Safe and Drug-
Free Policy, the expectations, possible disciplinary sanctions, health risks, as well as 
resources on campus and in the community for those seeking help. 
 

Safe and Drug-Free School and Campus Act of 1988 
Worsham College is committed to maintaining a safe college community and workplace. The 
Drug-Free Schools and Campus Act of 1988, enacted by Worsham, states: No students or 
employees shall unlawfully possess, use, dispense, distribute or manufacture any alcoholic 
beverage or controlled substance within the college’s jurisdiction or as part of any Worsham 
authorized activity. Conduct which constitutes a violation of the Drug-Free Schools and 
Campus Act will be subject to disciplinary sanctions. 

 

Student Conduct Process   
Students: The Student Rights and Responsibilities in the handbook– describes student rights 

as well as examples of misconduct that violate the College’s Standards of Conduct which 

include:  Drugs and Alcohol, 1. Use, possession or distribution of illegal drugs, prescription 

medication, and other controlled substances or drug paraphernalia except as expressly 

permitted by law. 2. Public intoxication and/or use, possession or distribution of alcoholic 

beverages except as expressly permitted by the law and College regulations. 3. Smoking, 

vaping or tobacco use (in any form) in any area of the College where use is prohibited. 

Copies can be obtained from the office of the Program Director 847-808-8444.  

 

Sanctions through Student Conduct 
In keeping with the essential values of Worsham, sanctions are designed to promote its 
educational mission. Sanctions may also serve to promote safety or to deter students from 
behavior that harms, harasses or threatens people or property. The Program Director or designee 
may impose any of the following sanctions for violations of the policy: 

 

• Warning 
An official verbal or written notice that the student has violated College policies and/or 
rules and that more severe conduct action may result should the student be involved 
in other violations while enrolled at the College. 

 

• Probation 
When a student is under probation, a letter outlining conditions and restrictions of a 
student’s behavior will be provided. Probation will be imposed indefinitely but may 
contain time-limited sanctions. As part of the conditions and restrictions, a student 
may be required to meet specified conditions. 
 
 

 



• Behavioral Requirement 
This includes required activities including, but not limited to, having no contact with 
specified person(s), seeking academic or other counseling, substance and/or alcohol 
abuse screening and writing a letter of apology, etc. 

 

• Educational Program 
Includes, but is not limited to, requirement to attend, present and/or participate in a 
program related to the violation. It may also be a requirement to sponsor or assist with a 
program for others on campus to aid them in learning about a specific topic or issue 
related to the violation for which the student or organization was found responsible. 

 

• Interim Suspension 
An interim suspension will be immediately imposed prior to the completion of an 
investigation hearing to ensure (1) the safety and well-being of members of the College 
community or the preservation of College property, (2) the student’s well-being, and (3) 
that a student does not disrupt or pose a threat of interference to the College’s normal 
operations. After a student is interimly suspended, the student may not be on College 
premises, physically attend classes or attend College sponsored activities or events. 
Unless prohibited by the Program Director or designee, the student may contact 
instructors to make academic arrangements at the instructor’s discretion. 

 

• Additional or alternate sanctions may be created and designed as deemed 
appropriate to the offense. 

 

Title IV financial aid eligibility 
Students convicted of Possession or Sale of Drugs: 

A federal or state drug conviction can disqualify students for federal student aid. 
 

Convictions only count if they were for an offense that occurred during a period of enrollment for 
which the student was receiving Title IV financial aid; they do not count if the offense was not 
during such a period. Also, a conviction that was reversed, set aside, or removed from a 
student’s record does not count, nor does one received when he/she was a juvenile, unless 
he/she was tried as an adult. 
 

The chart below illustrates the period of ineligibility for federal student aid funds, depending 
on whether the conviction was for sale or possession and whether the student had previous 
offenses. (A conviction for sale of drugs includes convictions for conspiring to sell drugs.) 

 

Possession of illegal drugs: 
1st offense:  1 year from date of conviction 
2nd offense: 2 years from date of 
conviction 3+ offenses: Indefinite period 

 

 

 



Sale of illegal drugs: 
1st offense: 2 years from date of 
conviction 2+ offenses: Indefinite period 

 

If a student was convicted of both possessing and selling illegal drugs, and the periods of 
ineligibility are different, the student will be ineligible for the longer period. 

 

A student regains eligibility the day after the period of ineligibility ends or when he successfully 
completes a qualified drug rehabilitation program. Further drug convictions will make him/her 
ineligible again. 

 

Students denied eligibility for an indefinite period can regain it only after successfully 
completing a rehabilitation program as described below or if a conviction is reversed, set aside, 
or removed from the student’s record so that fewer than two convictions for sale or three 
convictions for possession remain on the record. In such cases, the nature and dates of the 
remaining convictions will determine when the student regains eligibility. It is the student’s 
responsibility to certify to the school that he/she has successfully completed the rehabilitation 
program; as with the conviction question on the Federal Application for Student Aid (FASFA). 
 
When a student regains eligibility during the award year, schools may award loans for the period 
of enrollment. 

 

Standards for a qualified drug rehabilitation program: 
A qualified drug rehabilitation program must include at least two unannounced drug tests and 
must satisfy at least one of the following requirements: 
 

• Be qualified to receive funds directly or indirectly from a federal, state, or local 
government program 

• Be qualified to receive payment directly or indirectly from a federally or state-

licensed insurance company 

• Be administered or recognized by a federal, state, or local government agency or court 

• Be administered or recognized by a federally or state-licensed hospital, health 
clinic, or medical doctor 

 

If a student certifies that he/she has successfully completed a drug rehabilitation program, but 
the school has reason to believe that the program does not meet the requirements, the school 
must find out if it does before paying the student any Federal Student Aid funds. 

 

Incarcerated Students 
A student is incarcerated if he/she is serving a criminal sentence in a federal, state, or local 
penitentiary, prison, jail, reformatory, work farm, or similar correctional institution (whether it 
is operated by the government or a contractor). A student is not considered to be incarcerated if 
she is in a half-way house or home detention or is sentenced to serve only weekends. 
 

 

 



Incarcerated students are not eligible for Federal Student Aid loans. Individuals incarcerated in 
federal or state penal institutions may not receive Federal Pell Grants. However, if you are 
incarcerated in a local, municipal, or county correctional facility and you otherwise meet 
eligibility criteria, you are eligible for a Federal Pell Grant. If you are committed to a juvenile 
justice facility and you otherwise meet eligibility criteria, you are eligible to receive a Federal Pell 
Grant, regardless of whether the juvenile justice facility is administered by a federal, state, or 
local government or agency. The restrictions that apply while you   are confined in a secure 
facility are removed when you’re released, even if you are released on probation or parole. 
However, if you were convicted as an adult for the possession or sale of illegal drugs, your 
federal student aid eligibility may be suspended if the offense occurred while you were receiving 
federal student aid. Schools may accept the student’s written self-certification that he/she is no 
longer incarcerated.  
 

Employees 
The Faculty Handbook describes employee expectations and examples of disciplinary offenses 

that violate this policy which include: “Possession, use, or sale of illegal drugs on College 

property or reporting for or returning to work while under the influence of a controlled 

substances, alcohol, unprescribed narcotics, or other drugs.” Copies can be obtained from the 

program director. 

Sanctions are listed as follows: 
 
One or more of the steps set forth in the progressive disciplinary procedure may be waived and 
immediate dismissal may be invoked depending upon the severity of the employee’s 
misconduct, record of previous disciplines, the length of service since the last documented 
offense, and other circumstances. 

 

Step 1 – Oral Warning: 

This step will be taken in conference with the employee with the intent of correcting 
the problem. 

 

Step 2 – Written Reprimand: 

A written reprimand may be issued which includes the nature of the problem and the 
expected changes in work performance or behavior. A copy of this reprimand will be 
placed in the employee’s Personnel File. 

 

Step 3 – Suspension Without Pay: 

The employee may be suspended, without pay, by the Program Director, or his/her 
designee. The employee shall be notified of such suspension in writing.  Suspension 
with, or without pay includes, but is not limited to, wages or salary. 

 

Step 4 – Dismissal: 

Upon authorization by the President, or his/her designee, a letter recommending 
dismissal will be issued to the employee stating the reason(s) for dismissal.  

 

 



Legal Sanctions 
Students and employees as citizens remain subject to federal, state and local ordinances and laws; 
therefore, the college’s disciplinary process is not intended to replace or modify existing laws. 

Underage Drinking (20 years old or younger): Any person under age 21 convicted of or receiving 
court supervision for illegally purchasing, accepting, possessing or consuming alcoholic 
beverages will have his/her driving privileges suspended or revoked. The first DUI conviction 
has a penalty of loss of driving privileges for 2 years, with the conviction on the person’s driving 
record permanently.   
 

Parent Responsibility: Parents should know that it is a Class 4 felony, with possible imprisonment 
of 1-3 years and a fine of up to $25,000, to knowingly allow individuals under age 21 to drink in 
their home, if great bodily harm or death is a result of this action. 
 

Drugs: Criminal penalties for drug related offenses vary due to the substance, and amount for 
possession, selling, distributing, etc. The offense could result in a combination of fines and/or 
incarceration according to the classification such as: Class C – 1 to 3 months; Class B – up to 6 
months; Class A – up to one year; Class 4 – 1 to 3 years; Class 2 – 3 to 7 years; Class 1 – 4 to 15 
years and Class X – 6 to 30 years. 

 

Effects of Drugs and Alcohol 
Alcohol and drugs are all mood altering in some fashion and all affect different parts of the 
brain, some of which are responsible for motor skills, visual and auditory perception, short and 
long-term memory as well as emotional wellness. Depending on dosage and duration, addiction 
(and alcoholism) can develop. Illicit drugs and classifications of substances include Marijuana, 
Stimulants (cocaine), Depressants (valium, alcohol), Opiates (heroin) and Hallucinogens (LSD). 
Substance abuse and alcohol abuse are also risk factors associated with heart disease, ulcers, 
HIV/AIDS, suicide, clinical depression just to name a few. The American Medical Association 
recommends that pregnant women abstain from alcohol and tobacco (as well as illicit drugs) 
during pregnancy and nursing. 

 

Health Risks 
Abuse of alcohol and use of drugs are harmful to one’s physical, mental, social and financial well-
being. Accidents and injuries are more likely to occur if alcohol and drugs are used. Alcohol 
and drug users can lose resistance to disease and destroy their health. Tolerance and 
psychological dependence can develop after sustained use of drugs. 

 

Alcoholism is the number one drug problem in the United States. Alcoholism takes a toll on 
personal finances, health, social relationships and families. It can have significant legal 
consequences.  Abuse of alcohol or use of drugs may cause an individual driving a motor vehicle 
to injure self or others and may subject the abuser to criminal prosecution. Drunk drivers are 
responsible for more than half of all traffic fatalities. 

 

 

 

 



More specifically, the major categories of drugs are listed below and include the significant 
health risks of each. 

 

Amphetamines - Physical dependency, heart problems, infections, malnutrition and 
death may result from continued high doses. 
 
 
Narcotics – Chronic use of narcotics can cause physical dependency, lung damage, 
convulsions, respiratory paralysis and death. 

 

Depressants – These drugs, such as tranquilizers and alcohol, can produce slowed 
reactions, slowed heart rate, damage to liver and heart, respiratory arrest, convulsions 
and accidental overdoses. 

 

Hallucinogens – These drugs may cause psychosis, convulsions, coma and 
psychological dependency. 

 

Campus and Community Resources 
Worsham is prepared to help students and employees that seek resources in order to achieve 
academic and career success. Resources can be accessed via the Worsham portal as well as face-
to-face on campus and in the Lake County community. 

 

• Counseling and Psychological Services provides assistance for students 
expressing concerns such as anxiety, anger, depression, self-harm, substance use, 
suicidal thoughts, past or current abuse, and family or relationship problems.  
 

• The Cook County Health Department has numerous locations throughout Cook 
County: https://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/ 
 

• The Lake County Health Department has numerous locations throughout Lake 
County. Contact information: 

 

o Addiction Treatment Program at 847-377-8200 

o Outpatient Substance Abuse Program at 847-377-8120 

o Crisis Care Program at 847-377-8088. 
 

For more information about Lake County substance abuse prevention and 
treatment programs, visit the Lake County Health Department and Community 
Health Center website: http://www.lakecountyil.gov/. 

https://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Illinois Drug Laws 

CRIME PUNISHMENT  

DRUG CRIMES 

 
DRUG CONVICTION FOR POSSESSION 

(felony or misdemeanor) 

Under Student Aid Laws: Cannot obtain any Government 

Student Aid, Loans, or Grants for 1 Year after 1st Conviction 

for Possession; for 2 Years after 2ND Conviction and for an 

indefinite amount of time after 3RD Conviction. 

 

DRUG CONVICTION FOR SALE 

(felony or misdemeanor) 

Under Student Aid Laws: Cannot obtain any Government 

Student Aid, Loans, or Grants for 2 Years after 1ST 

Conviction and indefinite amount of time after 2ND 

Conviction. 

DRUG POSSESSION 

CANNABIS 

(< 2.5 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/4 

 
Up to $1500 Fine &/or Up to 30 Days in Jail 

CANNABIS 

(2.5 grams to 10 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/4 

 
Up to $1500 Fine &/or Up to 6 Months in Jail 

 
CANNABIS 

(10 grams to 30 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/4 

 
 

1ST Offense 

Up to $2500 Fine &/or Up to 1 Year in Jail 

2ND Offense 

Felony Up to 

$25,000 Fine 

&/or 1 to 3 

Years Pen. 

 
CANNABIS 

(30 grams to 500 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/4 

 
1ST Offense 

Felony Up to $25,000 Fine &/or 1 to 3 

Years in Pen. 

2ND Offense 

Felony Up to 

$25,000 Fine 

&/or 2 to 5 Years 

in Pen. 

CANNABIS 

(500 grams to 2000 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/4 

 
Felony Up to $25,000 Fine& /or 2 to 5 Years in Pen. 

CANNABIS 

(2000 grams to 5000 grams) 

720 ILCS 550 

 
Felony Up to $25,000 Fine& /or 3 to 7 Years in Pen. 

CANNABIS 

(over 5000 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/4 

 
Felony Up to $25,000 Fine& /or 4 to 15 Years Pen. 

 
 

PRESCRIPTION FORGERY 

720 ILCS 570/406(b)(3) 

 
 

1ST Offense Felony 

Up to $100,000 Fine &/or 1 to 3 Years in 

Pen. 

2ND Offense 

Felony Up to 

$200,000 

Fine &/or 2 



 

  to 5 Years in 

Pen. 

POSSESSION DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 

720 ILCS 600/3.5 

 

$750 to $2500 Fine &/or Up to 1 Year in Jail 

POSSESSION OF HEROIN, COCAINE, MORPHINE, METHAMPHETAMINE, LYSERGIC ACID OR 

LSD: 

720 ILCS 570/402 

15 GRAMS TO 100 GRAMS Felony Up to $200,000 Fine& /or 4 to 15 Years in Pen. 

 

100 GRAMS to 400 GRAMS 
Felony Up to $200,000 Fine or Street Value &/or 6 to 30 Years 

Pen. 

 

400 GRAMS TO 900 GRAMS 
Felony Up to $200,000 Fine or Street Value &/or 8 to 40 Years 

Pen. 

 

900 + GRAMS 
Felony Up to $200,000 Fine or Street Value &/or 10 to 50 

Years Pen. 

PEYOTE, BARBITURIC ACID, 

AMPHETAMINE 

(more than 200 grams) 

720 ILCS 570/402 

 

Felony Up to $200,000 Fine& /or 4 to 15 Years in Pen. 

METHAQUALONE, 

PENTAZOCINE, 

PHENCYCLIDINE 

(more than 30 grams) 

720 ILCS 570/402 

 

 

Felony Up to $200,000 Fine& /or 4 to 15 Years in Pen. 

 

 

ANABOLIC STEROID 

720 ILCS 570/402 

 
 

1ST Offense 

Up to $1500 Fine &/or 30 Days in Jail 

2ND Offense 

UP to $1500 

Fine &/or 6 

Months in Jail 

 

 

NITROUS OXIDE 

720 ILCS 5/24.5-5 

 
 

1ST Offense 

Up to $2500 Fine &/or Up to 1 Year in Jail 

2ND Offense 

Felony Up to 

$25,000 Fine 

&/or 1 to 3 

Years in Pen. 

SALE, MANUFACTURE, POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO TRAFFIC DRUGS 

CANNABIS 

(less than 2.5 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/5 

 

Up to $1500 Fine &/or 6 Months in Jail 

CANNABIS 

(2.5 grams to 10 grams) 

720 ILCS 550/5 

 

Up to $2500 Fine &/or 1 Year in 

Jail 

 

CANNABIS 

(10 grams to 30 grams) 

720 550/5 

 

Felony Up to $25,000 Fine& /or 1 to 3 Years in Pen. 



 

CANNABIS 

(30 grams to 500 grams) 

720 550/5 

 

Felony Up to $55,000 Fine& /or 2 to 5 Years in Pen. 

CANNABIS 

(500 grams to 2000 grams) 

720 550/5 

 

Felony Up to $100,000 Fine& /or 3 to 7 Years in Pen. 

CANNABIS 

(2000 grams to 5000 grams) 

720 550/5 

 

Felony Up to $150,000 Fine& /or 4 to 15 Years in Pen. 

CANNABIS 

(more than 5000 grams) 

720 550/5 

 

Felony Up to $200,000 Fine& /or 6 to 30 Years in Pen. 

COCAINE 

(1 to 15 grams) 

720 ILCS 570/401 

HEROIN 

(10 to 15 grams) 

MORPHINE 

(10 to 15 grams) 

METHAMPHETAMINE 

(5 to 15 grams) 

 

 

 

 

Felony Up to $250,000 &/or 4 to 15 Years in Pen. 

COCAINE, HEROIN, MORPHINE, METHAMPHETAMINE, LSD: 

720 ILCS 570/401 

15 GRAMS TO 100 GRAMS Felony Up to $500,000 Fine& /or 6 to 30 Years in Pen. 

 

100 GRAMS TO 400 GRAMS 
Felony Up to $500,000 or Street Value &/or 9 

to 40 Years in Pen. 

 

400 GRAMS TO 900 GRAMS 
Felony Up to $500,000 Fine or Street Value &/or 12 to 50 

Years Pen. 

 

OVER 900 GRAMS 
Felony Up to $500,000 Fine or Street Value &/or 15 to 60 

Years Pen. 

NITROUS OXIDE 

720 ILCS 5/24.5-10 

 

Felony Up to $25,000 Fine& /or 2 to 5 Years in Pen. 

* FELONY, INCREASES PENALTY TO 15-20-25-LIFE 

 
Increased Penalties for use of Firearm During Commission of Offense: 

 
1. Use of firearm during commission of offense: 15 years added to sentence imposed 

2. Discharge of firearm during commission of offense: 20 years added to sentence imposed 

3. Discharge of firearm causing death or injury: 25 years or up to natural life added to sentence 

imposed 

 

MISDEMEANORS 
Class A: 

Up to $2500 Fine &/or Up to 1 Year in Jail. 

Class B: 



 

 

730 ILCS 5/5-9-1 & 5/5-8-3 

Up to $1500 Fine &/or Up to 6 Months in Jail. 

Class C: 

Up to $1500 Fine &/or Up to 30 Days in Jail. 

 

 
FELONY CONVICTION 

 

 
730 ILCS 5/5-8-1 & 5/5-9-1 

Class X Felony 

Up to $25,000 Fine &/or 6 to 30 Years in Pen. 

Class 1 Felony 

Up to $25,000 Fine &/or 4 to 15 Years in Pen. 

Class 2 Felony 

Up to $25,000 Fine &/or 3 to 7 Years in Pen. 

Class 3 Felony 

Up to $25,000 Fine &/or 2 to 5 Years in Pen. 

Class 4 Felony 

Up to $25,000 Fine &/or 1 to 3 Years in Pen. 

IF POSSESSION OR SALE OF ANY DRUG IS WITHIN 1500 FEET OF A SCHOOL, CHURCH, PUBLIC 

PARK, OR MOVIE THEATER, COURT MAY DOUBLE THE FINE AND THE SENTENCE. 

IF A FIREARM IS IN POSSESSION AT THE TIME OF A DRUG ARREST, AT CONVICTION COURT 

MAY DOUBLE THE FINE AND THE SENTENCE. 

For further information on Criminal Offenses under the Illinois Controlled Substances Act (720 IL C S  570/), 
visit the Illinois General Assembly website at http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs 
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